[When do we need scientific evidence?].
On various occasions in clinical research we may encounter the statement that "the probability of a research claim being true" is of major interest. The authors then claim that this probability is low and draw further conclusions about the limitations of clinical research in general. Such claims are unfounded. However, it may be useful to assess the additional information that may be gained from new trial results and use them to decide whether and in which situations clinical trials actually need to be conducted in order to answer particular clinical research questions.